HIRRAKEE 


| | June 1984 | —Vol.5 No.5 


Registered by Australia Post. Publication No. VBH4462 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE BENDIGO 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


5 


Ha 
F il 


WHIRRAKEE, VOL. 5 No. 5 JUNE 1984 


Monthly Newsletter of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. 
Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williapsonii) 
which is virtually endemic to the Bendigo Region. 


CONTENTS . AUTHOR : PACE 
Editor's’ Page 2 
Nesting Observations on Rainbow Bobbie and 3-4 
Bee-eaters at Longlea Allen Malone 

More observations from Longlea do 4 
Nesting of Welcome Swallows: Donald Franklin 5-6 
a summary : 
Threatened Plants Rod Pyffe 7-8 
In a Native Garden - the autum Tom Patullo . 


flowering of Callistemons this year 


Japanese Snipe - Gallinago hardwicki compiled by g 
-Bird OBservers Group Bird of the Night. Bill Flentje 
discussion for February 1984 


Inaugural meeting of Conservation 10 
Group, April 1984 

Report of May meeting of Conservation aes 
Group Sikes 5 

Bird notes and observations from May 211-13 © 
B.0.G. meeting 

Garden bed of Indigenous Flora, John Lindner ., _ 13-14 
Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom 

Identification of spiders from the ' Mavis Curr 14 
Mallee 

July Excursion Notice 15 
Committee Report. tats 16 
Information Page hs 17 
Dar, . r: ey 18 


COVER PHOTO. Part of large group of Pterostylis revoluta (Autumn Greenhood) 
photographed by Bobbie and Allen Malone on their property at ongiea in 
April - see note on page 4. ie 

Cover design: Graham Hill. Cover Printed by Bendigo Mader Press, 
Duplicating by Tom Patullo. 

Deadlines for next issue are Wednesday Sune 20 for articles, and Wed. 

June 27 for notices. 

(Typed contributions are sisi: but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing. ) 
Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the club. 

All back numbers except Vol.3(10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents 
each. Complete sets of Vols.1,2, and 4 can be supplied at a cost of 

$5.00 per volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices.) 


2. 
- EDITORS PAGE - 


A DRY MAY 

An unusually dry May has led to some unusual happenings in the natural 
world. Although the nights have been cold enough to bring an end to the 
autumn cricket serenade, the days have been mostly warm enough for cicadas 
to be still active, and heard frequently on warm afternoons. Many plants 
have flowered out of season (see Tom Patullo's "In a Native Garden", on 
p-8), and this month's bird notes, on pp.11-13, also detail some unseasonal 
happenings in the bird world. In our own garden, we are awaiting the arrival 
of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters and Eastern Spinebills, which are normally 
with us by now. It is perhaps too early to call it the start of another 
drought, but some decent, soaking rain would be very welcome. 


APPEAL FOR BACK NUMBERS OF THE GREEN NEWSLETTER OF 1976-1979 

Members may recall an appeal for back copies of the green newsletter which 
was the forerunner of Whirrakee, and appeared between 1976 and 1979. Thanks 
are due to Leon Ruedin and Alec Stone, who have provided back copies, but 
these do not make complete sets, unfortunately. The appeal for back numbers 
was prompted by an enquiry from the National Library. This in turn led to_ 
the discovery of gaps in the club's own set. To complete our club set, and 
to make up a complete set for the National Library, we still need one copy 
each of the issues for May, June, July, August, November and December 1976; 
April, May and October 1977; February and December, 1978; February Bae Nsatine 
November (inclusive), 1979, and two copies of December, 1979, Donations of 
these parts would be appreciated. 


WHIRRAKEE VOL. 3, No.10 NOW OUT OF PRINT 

Mention of back numbers of the green newsletter reminds me that a landmark 
has been reached in Whirrakee's production history. Volume 3(10) is no 
longer available in its original form, the first part to be run out. 
Teething problems after the club purchased its own duplicator led to smaller 
production runs than usual for a few months, and Volume 3 will become the 
"collectors item" of the series for this reason. However, there are some 
spare covers. still available, and, while they remain, a photocopied version 
ean be made available with an original printed cover. 


INCORPORATION 

Last month it was indicated that papers concerned with the Incorporation 
proposal would be included with this Whirrakee. However, the Committee 
decided that a further review of the proposed revised Constitution, modified 
to conform to the requirements of the Incorporation Act, should be made at 
the June Committee meeting. The B.F.N.C. Constitution has served the club 
well for nearly 40 years, but it has been amended many times, giving rise 

to some inconsistencies; does not cover all matters required by the 
Incorporation Act (eg. satisfactorily defining voting rights of members) ; — 
and is not.very systematically arranged. Changes and rearrangement are being 
kept to a minimum, while endeavouring to meet the requirements of the Act, 
and at the same time preserve as much of the original wording as neaees 
After further review by the Committee, the proposed revised Constitution, 
and the proposal for Incorporation, will be circulated to members with the 
July Whirrakee, and the postal ballot papers with the August Whirrakee. | 
The result will then be known in time to be announced at the Annual Meeting 
in September, which is an appropriate time for the issue to be resolved. 


Eric Wilkinson. 


NESTING OBSERVATIONS ON RAINBOW BEE-EATERS AT LONGLEA 
by Bobbie and Allen Malone 


October 13th 1983 - March 18th 1984 

This was a first time observation for us, which was shared with several 
friends. We were fortunate in being able to observe a pair of Rainbow 
Bee-eaters constructing their nesting tunnel, and rearing two chicks. 
The following notes were made, by two retirees with time to watch. 


October 13th 1983 First sighting. One bird. ? Sex. 


November 15th 1983 One bird seen leaving small opening in sand heap at 3 pm., 
returning at 3.40 pm. to continue building. It was quite amusing to see 

the sand flying out from the heap, as the bird was scratching it out: : 
backwards. The sand heap in question is approximately 40 feet from our house. 
When excavated, tunnel was 5 feet long, nesting chamber very clean. 
Copulation occurred on December 3rd. at 10.25 am. on a dead branch ina 
yellow gum; branch 15 feet up the tree. 


January 2nd, 1984 Chick hatched as parents remained in tunnel for longer 
periods, alternating their stays, but not taking food into funnel. 


January 16th Parents left tunnel backwards between 7.15 am and 8 am 
several times, then head first four times, and from then on, backwards. 


January 19th THREE birds feeding young. One bird flew into nest’ without: 
food in its beak. While it was still in the tunnel, another entered it with 
a dragon fly in its beak. Meanwhile another bird, with food in its beak 

was perched on dead branch ready to fly to nest (which it did as soon as 
the previous two birds vacated it). 

No. 1 chick visible inside nest opening. Gaped once trying to catch a small 
fly. Food consisted of dragon flies, beetles, and flies brought to nest. 


January 21st, 22nd, 23rd Nc. 1 chick came to opening to be fed, when it heard 
its parents calling. Came to be fed twice during afternoon also on 23rd, 
coming out further than usual. Remained there for quite some minutes. 

Parents continued feeding it until 7.15 pm. 


January 25th  Nos.1 AND 2, visible at opening very Syticaey. Very wet 
weather. Parents scolded and young retreated into tunnel. One chick seen 
struggling in heavy rain at 8.45 pm between house and nest. Replaced in 
nest, facing inwards, but it soon turned itself around to face outwards. 
We watched it until it was too dark to see. (Apparently the young are 
covered with a waxy substance, maybe the rain helped to wash it off?) 


January 26th Time 11 am. Two young seen in nest. One flew out. 


January 26th Time 8 pm. Both parents flew in turn to opening of nest, 
and sat there one at a time, calling fairly constantly, and occasionally 
feeding younger chick inside nest. Parents were apparently coaxing older 
chick to return to nest. This it did, flying under the sees of the seas, 
at 8.20 pm. j 


January satis Chick No.1 left nest at 7.45 am. Chie No. 2 still being fed 
in nest. 


January 28th Chick No. 2 left neat at 8 am. ‘Binds heard ‘throughout days, 
but none seen. 


March 18th Time 9.05 am. 4 birds flying about and calling. 


MORE OBSERVATIONS FROM LONGLEA 
j by Bobbie and Allen Malone 


Pterostylis revoluta in abundance! 
ae evo eta in abundance? 


We discovered an area five feet by four feet containing ninety two 
Pterostylis revoluta in bloom during April, growing in dappled shade 

on our block. When these were first counted there were fifty two flowers, 
but five days later there were ninety two! This was an exact count, 

as we placed lines and quartered the area to be absolutely certain: of 

the number. We were happy to have shared this excitement with some of our 
"Field Nat." friends. We have not, so far, attempted to try and count the 
numerous basal leaves which have appeared from the plants which did not 
flower, “ut there would be a considerable number. The white-winged choughs 
love them, and dig up the tubers. Our attempts at trying to capture the 
total number by photography (see this month's cover) were not as successful 
as we had hoped. One reference book states that these plants prefer dry 
stony ridges, and part of our block certainly provides these conditions. 
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Five minutes of bird watching from our dining room window, while this 
report is being prepared? and being distracted by the birds flying 
about and twittering, brings forth these species:- 

Male and female Crested Bellbird, White-browed Babblers, Blue Wrens, 
Male and female, Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters, Grey Fantails, Sitellas, 
Crested Shrike-tits, Grey Thrush, White-plumed Honeyeaters, Yellow 
Robins, Male Scarlet Robin (which first appeared on May 6th). 

All of these birds came to bathe in that time, but not at the one time. 
What a lovely sight it was. 
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APPEAL FOR SHORTER ITEMS FOR WHIRRAKEE 
Se a 


In almost every issue of Whirrakee I am confronted with spaces like this 
one, and the problem of filling them. The two short items from the 
Malones, above, and the note on spiders from Mavis Curr on p. 14, are 
examples of the kind of short notes I would like to have a lot more of. 
Apart from their practical value to the Editors in filling spaces, they 
add variety to Whirrakee, especially in those issues with long main 
articles, but, more importantly, they can also place original observations 
on record. I was recently asked if I still wen.ed short items, as the 
person concerned thought that shorter notes added interest, and made 
Whirrakee more readable. I couldn't agree more! JI have not made an 
appeal like this for awhile, but this in no way means that I do not want 
or need such items. It seems like an opportune time to renew my request 
to members for short notes and observations. I am grateful to those few 
members who have supplied such items from time to time, but I am sure 
there are many more members who could contribute in this way, and I look 
forward to hearing from you. 


Eric Wilkinson 


NESTING OF WELCOME SWALLOWS: A SUMMARY 
by Donald Franklin 


The Nest Record Scheme, organized by the Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists Union, provides: an opportunity for anyone to contribute 
to our knowledge of birds without having a doctorate in ornithology before 
you start. Even our most common birds are not well understood, as the 
report here summarized 'Nest Records of the Welcome Swallow' by Stephen 
Marchant and Peter Fullagar (in 'The Emu' Vol. 83 Pt. 2 June 1983) 
sepves to emphasize. By filling out a quite simple form providing details 
of a nesting observation, bird watchers can provide the basis for sSuBIY EES 
such as this one, which is based on 1,169 such forms. 


I would like to emphasize (and reassure) that I do not approve of 
indiscriminate examination of nests in the name of science. Science is 
there to help birds and enlighten man; birds are not to be treated as 
pawns in a scientific game. Keeping birds off their nest in extremes of 
weather for even a short time can cause loss of eggs or young. Although 
it.is disputed whether birds have a sense of smell, there is no doubt 
that touching eggs and putting hands into nests can and quite often does 
cause desertion. Approaching a nest with large young in it can cause 
premature fledging. However, with due care and respect, nest recording 
can be a harmless source of information and interest. But on to the swallows:- 


The usual mud half-cup nest is familiar to all. Variations include 
a full-cup nest on top of a pos: and one constructed entirely of plant 
stems and feathers. Both adults build the nest, and this may take as little 
as six days, or much longer. Nests may be reused later in the breeding 
season, or even in later years. 


Nests are placed not only under caves of houses and in sheds, but also 
under bridges and in culverts, in water tanks, mineshafts, old cars and 
so on, About 10% of reported mcsts were in natural sites - in caves, 
cliffs or hollow trees, »ut this is doubtless a considerable under-estimate, 
as the domestic sites are more obvious to observers. One pair built their 
nest on the paddlesteamer 'Cocrawarzs!, follcwing it as it steamed from 


Murray Bridge to Morgan and back, on the Murray River in S.A. 


Solitary nests are the norm, but Welcome Swallows are fairly often. 
recorded nesting colonially, wit) up to sixty pairs nesting together, 
I've seen a colony nest site uncer a bridge near Ravenswood. 


Swallows prefer single sto:«y buildings or ground floors to nest on, 
but in one instance, they were no‘ed nesting on the fifth floor of a 
building. They display a penchant for placing the nest as hard up under an 
eave or other overhang es possibl:. 


Eggs are normally laid at daily intervals, between 4 and 7 in the 
morning. The normal clutch is fo-r, with three and five fairly common. 
At the extremes, complete elutch2s of one and six have been noted. The 
average clutch size is a little umder four, though slightly but 
significantly higher in the inJle1id, and possibly at higher altitudes. 


Incubation does not begin u til 21l eggs are laid, and lasts usually 
about sixteen days. The eggs hatch within 24 hours of each other. 'The young 
are born blind and naked and scor acquire pale-coloured down. Pin-feathers 
appear about the sixth day and 3 -e well developed by the tenth. The young 
are well feathered at about fiftren to sixteen days.! 
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NESTING OF WELCOME SWALLOWS: A SUMMARY continued 


Both parents feed the young. One report, on the tenth day after 
hatching, was of the young being fed 36 times in an hour. The first 
flight may be on the seventeenth or eighteenth day, but this is variable 
and is delayed several days if the nest is over water. 


71% of eggs hatched. Loss of nestlings was almost as high, so that 
only 53% of eggs made it to be a fledgling swallow. Many eggs just 
disappeared, though some were recorded as failing to hatch, in particular 
due to infertility. Predators undoubtedly take a heavy toll at both egg 
and nestling stages, though this is difficult to document. Of nests or 
contents totally lost, man the predator was directly responsible for 12%, 
Cold snaps caused considerable nestling losses. 


An interesting point became evident in cases where it was known 
that a clutch was the first, second or third for a pair for the season, 
It was found that first clutches had a very poor success rate (39%), 
the second clutch being the best with 66% whilst the third had a success 
rate of 57%. It's as if inexperience took its toll at first, whilst 
experience began to be overridden by tiredness with the third. Does that: 
ring a bell amongst all you parents? Or perhaps this just reflects the 
extremes of weather at the beginning and end of the breeding season. 


The normal egg-laying season in the inland begins in early July 
‘and ends in late November, whilst in Tasmania at the other extreme it begins 
in mid-September and peters out in late January. By extrapolation, the 
Bendigo season is likely to begin in early to mid August and end in early 
December, with young fledging up until mid-January, 36-41 days after 
the start of egg-laying. Lets see how this compares with what we can 
actually observe. An autumn resurgence of breeding has been reported on 
a number of occasions. 


The Welcome Swallow is very similar in habits to the Barn 
Swallow, the latter breeding in the northern hemisphere and then 
migrating southwards and occasionally reaching northern Australia. 
One marked difference, however, is in its reproductive rate, the Barn 
Swallow having a larger average clutch size and a markedly higher egg — 
nestling - fledgling success rate. Combine the two and the Barn Swallow 
rears an average of 3.1 young per nest attempt, compared to 2.0 for the 
Welcome Swallow. Perhaps the less strictly migratory habits of our 
swallow permit it more broods per year. 


Under pristine conditions, the Welcome Swallow is likely to have been 
abundant only along coasts, rivers and lakes. By providing nest sites, 
as well as altering habitat in its favor (at the expense of the Tree 
Martin?), European man has encouraged this versatile master of the air, 
so that they are familiar to all Australians. Does familiarity breed 
contempt? I hope not. 


THREATENED PLANTS 


Below is a list of threatened plants within a radius of approximately 
50 km of Bendigo. Tragically, the list is probably not exhaustive and _ 
there may need to be some revision and alteration of SAREE ars plants 
within them. 


The most Peerened plants are in the Vulnerable and Very Rare 
categories and every care should be taken to see that these plants do not 
disappear completely, or become extinct (like the Creeping Boobialla - 
Whipstick variety, which seems to have become extinct in the wild). 


VULNERABLE | 
Australian Anchor Plant - Discaria pubescens 
Small Milkwort -. Comesperma polygaloides 
Broom Bitter-pea - . Daviesia genistifolia ssp. genistifolia 
Kamarooka Mallee - Eucalyptus froggattii 
VERY RARE 
Red Swainson-pea Swainsona plagiotropis 
Whorled Zieria Zieria aspalathoides 
Scaly Greenhood Pterostylis hamata 
Cuphonotus : Ballantinia autipoda 
oe Pterostylis wollsii 
Whipstick Westringia Westringia crassifolia 
Tough Psoralea _ _ Psoralea tenax 
vw ncn ee Lepidium pets ener oot 
RARE | 
Dainty PacbaLiun Phebalium obcordatum 
Cane Spear-grass Stipa breviglumis 
Globe-hood Sun orchid Thelymitra chasmagama 
Naked Beard-orchid Calochilus imberbis 
Plain-lip Spider orchid Caladenia clavigera 
Small Duck-orchid Caleani minor 


Maireena cheelii 
; Crasstla tripartita 
Grevillea ates (aff.aquifolium)(locally frequent but rare Victoria wide) 


Pale Flax-lily Let Dian2laa laevis (rare locally but common in 
Gippsland) 


UNCOMMON - RARE 


Crimson Sun-orchid Thelymitra macmillanii 
Rusty-hood _  Pterostylis biseta 

Bearded Greenhood _ Ptevostylis. barbata :. 

Horned Orchid Ortioceras strictum 

Leafy Templetonia ’ Tem»letonia stenophylla 
Slender Velyet-bush Las: opetalum baueri (locally aay 
UNCOMMON 

Variable Midge-orchid Pras 2phyllum archeri 

Great Sun-orchid Thel mitra grandiflora 
Slender Greenhood Pterostylis foliata 

Rosemary Grevillea (dwarf form! Grevillea rosmarinifolia 


Broom Bitter-pea -Daviesia genistifolia 
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_ THREATENED PLANTS continued 


LOCALISED 
Ausfeld's Wattle _ . Acacia ausfeldii 


Whirrakee Rett leg Acacia williamsonii 


The list tes been compiled mainly from "An Assessment of Habitat 
Significance in the Loddon-Campaspe Region" by R.D.Myers and D.J. Elton, 
Ministry for Conservation, 1982, and "A List of Rare; Very Localised and’ 
Endangered Indigenous Plants of Victoria" compiled by Dr. J.H. pee 
for the.Forests CoRR of .Victoria, 1982. 


Contributed by Rod. Fyffe. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


The Autumn Flowering of the Cela etenone this year. 


Callistemon, the true bottlebrush, is a genus of some twenty five species, 
and many hybrids, originating almost exclusively in the Eastern Australian 
States. (Callistemon phoeniceus and C.speciosus are the only Western 
Australian species). They are hardy shrubs or small trees up to five metres 
high, adaptive to many soils and conditions and so have been readily CEG 
for garden culture. 

Although red predominates, the flower colours range through burgundy, 
pink, mauve, yellow, white and green. A well grown specimen in full. flower 
isa glorious sight and has great bird attraction. 

It is generally accepted-that many Callistemons,. under ideal: conditions, 
will flower twice a year, the main flowering season being in late spring 
and summer, and again in autumn. 

In my experience this has never been so apparent as it has this 
autumn. I am sure that many people have noticed, this autumn, .along- the > 
median strips on our highways, and in the private gardens, the lovely 
displays of these handsome native shrubs in flower. Particularly noticeable 
were the displays along McIvor Highway and in Carpenter Street. 

Judging from the results in our own garden, one fact stands out, and 
that is, that the hybrids have flowered much better this autumn than the true 
species. The most successful hybrids were as follows:- Callistemon "Captain 
Cook", "Western Glory", "Eureka", "Kings Park Special", "Dawson River 
Weeper"' and "Hannah Ray". The only true species to flower were Callistemon 
pinifolius and C. sieberi, the Alpine Callistemon. 

For anyone wishing to grow a few Callistemons, I would say that they 
really respond to an occasional light mulching with fowl manure ». and a 
plentiful supply of water. 


So te tok ek se ok de 


9. 
JAPANESE SNIPE - Gallinago hardwickii 
Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion February 1984. 


These birds visit Australia in spring and summer, mainly from Japan,» 
where they breed during. June-July,’ hence the name ‘Japanese Snipe. 


APPEARANCE The birds. are 23 to 25 cms:long, and this includes the’ “length 
of the bill which is 7.5 cms. Snipe have straight bills, striped heads 
and short necks. The sexes are similar, upper parts are light brown with 
black streaks, primary wing feathers darker brown. The upper breast is 
light brown flecked with black, the underbody pale grey, flanks and 
undertail are similar but streaked with’ black. The batt is ) SERRIS ESI 
legs and feet olive-grey a and eye: dark brown. 
The two species of snipe, viz the Japanese and Chinese, are’ difficult to 
separately agenk ety» but the elas does not migrate as far south as 
Victoria. 


CALLS In Aus tralia; it has a sharp , single syllable call during flight, 
but in Japan, while breeding it often displays by soaring high and singing. 


HABITAT Japanese Snipe are found throughout Victoria in spring and summer , 
near the edges of swamps, marshes, irrigation areas and streams. 


BREEDING’ As stated above, the species does not breed in Australia, but 

in the northern islands of Japan. The nests are depressions in the ground, 
lined with grass. and, or moss. They may be located where there are ‘grass- 
lands with dense herbage, Peat bogs, or Bee SHS, young’ ABSS 

on hillsides, 

Four eggs are laid, yellow to aren in. taskenie with spots and blotches of 
black, olive-brown and yellow-brown, mostly at the larger end. | 

There is no information available regarding period of incubation nor fledging. 


HABITS No information is available as to the migratory route taken to 
Australia nor the return flight back-to.Japan. They begin to arrive in™ 
Australia about mid-August and return to Japan early April. 

In Australia, they are usually found singly, and are very wary, escaping © 
well in advance of intruders. They fly swiftly with a-:weaving erratic flight. 
In Japan they often perch on posts or in trees and live and feed in rice © 
stubble, dense pasture, peaty bogs, and on mountain sides of larch and 

fir RaSNHE which may be remote from water. 

When migrating to Australia, they gather on-shores - of! lakes in Japan in very 
large numbers, before taking flight on the long journey. 

In the Bendigo area, they occur frequently at May Swamp of the Sewerage farm, 
Crusoe Reservoir, and in the, vicinity of the aerodrome. — 

One flock of approximately 200 was seen near Cape Otway and dupeanéal to be 
fairly tame, indicating that they may HEN just arrived and were propenty 
rather exhausted. ~ 

The species is also referred to as Australian Snipe, and Latham's Sites 

The birds have been fully protected in Japan since 1974, but ‘in Australia, 
until recently at least, snipe hunting seasons occurred in some states. 

In Victoria as a result of representations by the Bird Observers Club, 
1983-84 was apparently ‘the first occasion when no. open season for Tapatiesé 
Snipe occurred. In the March, 1984 Bird Observer, there is an outline .of a 
December 1983 meeting in Ganseees devoted to the Japan-Australia Migratory 
Birds Agreement, attended by delegates from Japan and Australia. : 
The Japanese Snipe (Latham's Snipe) is one of the birds included in the 
Agreement, and with which its protection is concerned, and further research 
is being implemented in Japan and Australia in co-operation, as a result 

of the agreement. 


lo, 


INAUGURAL MEETING OF CONSERVATION GROUP, 18 April, 1984 


Office-bearers: Chairman: |. Chris Bunn 46 8141 
Vice-chairman: Bill Holsworth 43.4063 
_ Secretary: -. Don Franklin at 


The. Coneeasetion Grohpai is to concentrate primarily on the local area. 
The Group.is.to be an active, participant group, and aims to raise 
relevant issues penned anes merely re-acting to issues raised by others 
(eg, in pues Press). 


Ten poeeibie Fields of Bacieite for the Group were discussed, though 
it is not expected that we will be able to handle more than a few of these 
at this stage. These were: - 


‘1. To handle Club conservation business that the Committee directs to us; 
 ef3 preparation of submissions. 


Ds EMS) monitor and have an input into issues meieed in the local eisai yeh 


eye nite persuade the State Government to purchase a suitable area on 
_ Victoria's Northern Plains to restore and conserve grassland/savannah 
woodland/swamp communities and to conserve and conduct research into 
rare or endangered flora and fauna including the Plains Wanderer, 
Grey-crowned Labbler, Brolga, Stone-curlew and Red Swainson! ‘S-pea. 


4, To investigate and where appropriate act upon local forest management 
“policy and practice. Four aspects are of concern and/or interest:- 
forest. thinning, preservation of habitat trees, dodder control pence 
restoration of original woodland structure. - 


5. To maintain a conservation library. 
6. To prevent the continued grazing of Tang Tang Swamp. 
7. The salt problem. 


8. To make an inventory of significant plant communities, plant species 
. and wildlife within the district. More specific proposals were to 
compile lists of rare plants occurring on roadsides, in order to 
protect these against road-making activities; and to compile a list 

of locally extinct species of plants and animals with a view to 
reintroduction where appropriate. 


9, To bring information on state and national conservation issues to 
club members via Whirrakee. 


10. To assist in public education concerning the local environment. 


Meetings are to be held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
Due to school holidays, the May meeting will be on the 4th Tuesday. 


It was decided to proceed with Point 4 above. A committee consisting 
of Rod Fyffe, Jane Dann and Don Franklin is to seek a meeting with 
forestry staff, but not before a list of Guesetons has Deen discussed at 
the next Conservation Group meeting. 
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CONSERVATION GROUP: Report of May Meeting 


1. It was arranged to monitor the local newspaper on a roster basis. 


2. Questions to be raised with the Forests Commission were discussed, 
and an interview is now to be sought. : 


3. The Group is to make e submission on the Loddon Campaspe Regional. 
Strategy Plan. A sub-committee was appointed to prepare a draft: 
for the next meeting. 


4, Further information is to be sought concerning the possibility of 
renewal of gravel extraction by Korong Shire from Mt. Korong. 
This would be contrary to the Lands Conservation Council's recommendations. 


5. The Group is to visit the White Hills Cemetery to review the ‘clean-up! 
operation that has taken place, and to have a look at Bendigo Creek. 


CA DR sy GRAS LER Rh Re a SD 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, MAY 1984 MEETING 


Highlights - Rose Robin at Stratheielasaye ; 
- Massive irruption of Striated Pardalotes at Inglewood 
- Barking Owl at Inglewood 


The Meeting 
Our guest speaker, Mrs Ellen McCulloch, a past secretary of the B.0. Ce, 


talked about "Birds and man and man_ ana birds". Our native birds have 
enriched our lives in a wide variety of ways. The importance of our 
avifauna cannot be over estimated and, for most species, the only way of 
ensuring their continued existence is to maintain an adequate supply of 
suitable habitats. Some species, such as the Long-billed Corella and 
the Cape Barren Goose do damage crops but others, such as Ibises and Magpies, 
do a lot of good by controlling pests. Ellen McCulloch's talk centred 
upon economic aspects of ornithology, a subject which is likely to 
become much more important in the future. A vote of thanks was given by 
Don Franklin. A progress report on the Regent Honeyeater Survey was also_ 
given by Don Franklin. The Bird of the Night was the Southern Whitefaces 


SPH euonenalS leucopsis. 


Obsérvations 
At the April meeting it was commented that the Nankeen Kestrel has econe 
uncommon, with only the odd single bird being observed in areas where it © 
was common before the drought. At Shepparton East, on 21st April, four 
single birds were seen flying over fields which has been burnt to clear 
stubble. In addition, one Kestrel was noted along the Murray Valley 
Highway and another at Barham over Easter. 


A flock of seven White-backed Swallows was recorded at Glenalbyn (30th 
April) - the largest flock seen in the area. 


At Green Hills, Inglewood, on 26th April, a Barking Owl was flushed out ~ 
of a larch tree and flew to a large Moreton Bay Fig with several gies 
following it. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, MAY 1984 HEE LING » Contin uecia 


On the 2nd May a Whistling Eagle was seen soaring anave strathdales 
On the 4th March, a Great Crested Grebe was observed on the Crusoe Reservoir. 
This Grebe has been ised here before, including PSEORST sac 1983. 


Migrants ’ 

Most of the 'winter' migrants that visit us from their cooler Peeedinee 
haunts have now arrived. Swift Parrots, of which there was not a single 
report last year, apparently due to the poor flowering of Yellow Gum and 
Ironbark, were reported in several localities from the middle of April 
onwards. Flame Robins were first reported on the 21st of April near’ 
Inglewood, and were subsequently reported in three other localities. 

It. was. agreed that numbers are much lower than usual, and only uncoloured 
birds were reported. We await the arrival of the coloured males who.add - 
“such a flash of colour as they perch on a rock or stump in the middle of 
a bare and frost-bitten paddock. Its cousin of the dense forests, the 
Rose Robin, a much rarer winter migrant to this area, has also arrived, 
a solitary uncoloured bird having taken up residence alongEmu Creek at 
Strathfieldsaye during the second half of April. 


Pied Currawongs have also arrived, being reported at Kennington on the 

lst May. The White-naped Honeyeaters are also now present. On the other 
hand, some of our breeding "summer" migrants have not yet departed and it 
was thought that these were remaining very late. Rufous Whistlers were. 
still present in several localities into the first week of May, as also» was 
the Painted Honeyeater. On the 3rd May more than a hundred White-browed 
Woodswallows were seen near Inglewood. 


Though not strictly a migrant, many remaining in.our district all year” 
round; the Striated Pardalote forms travelling flocks in winter, This 
species has ‘been much in evidence around the district lately, and, around 
Inglewood , ‘they have ‘been extremely abundant. 52 individuals were counted 
as they flew out of the one tree, leaving quite a number more still: within 
it. Barbara Salter made the following report: "I have observed the birds 
feeding in the skeletal remnants of foliage of eucalypts decimated by 
“Sawfly and Cupmoth larvae; close investigation has disclosed that the 
caterpillars tend to avoid eating that part of a leaf on which a scale 
(the Pardalotes' food) is located - thus the Pardalotes do not have to 
waste time searching ‘through thick foliage for their food." 


Bushbirds ; 

One normally associates ‘cuckoos with Spring, when ‘the various species arrive, 
or at least start calling loudly and persistently. Only the Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo is to be heard in Autumn, and at that usually only occasionally, 

Do. the other species, leave? Apparently not, at least not all of them. 

One juvenile Pallid Cuckoo was ‘seen in the Kingower Range on the 27th April, 
while Horsfield's Bronze- BRneKGnS were still around and cating, throughout 
April. 


Sitellas are anata: to have become rare around Inglewood, though ‘ana 
are still present in good numbers around Bendigo. Several parties seen at 
Brenanah, 16: km from Inglewood, were therefore a source of particular: 
interest. 


A Western. Warbler was seen, but as usual at this time of year was not’ heard, 
_at Shelbourne East. So unobtrusive are these birds when lacking their 
powerful spring song, that it was once thought that they migrated from ~ 

the district. This species has a very patchy distribution around Bendigo, 
being found mainly further south than this sighting, which was made on 

the edge of the Wallaby Forest on the 4th March. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, MAY 1984 MEETING continued 


Some birds are still nesting (or are they starting again?). Fuscous and 
Brown-headed Honeyeaters were reported building, whilst Red Wattlebirds 

and Noisy Miners have been found, both in several localities, with young 

in the nest. A Shy Hylacola was seen carrying a simp of bark and a feather, 
as if building a nest. 


Besides the Striated Pardalotes already reported, many other birds were 
.noted feeding on the white scale (lerps). These were Fuscous, Yellow- 
tufted, and Brown-headed Honeyeaters, Silvereyes, Golden Whistler, Dusky 
and White-breasted Woodswallows, Lorikeets, Rosellas and Red Wattlebird. 
Between this, the Sawfly and Cupmoth caterpillars, the edible flowers of 
Chinese Scrub and the profuse blossoming of Yellow Gum, the Inglewood 
birds are obviously having a feast. By comparison, the BETGLEO bush seems 
quiet. 


In some areas, Silvereyes were reported to be much less numerous Pechusial 
- noticeable because in April these birds damage late-ripening etapess 
However, many observers had seen the Silvereye over the last month, 

and in a variety of localities. 
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GARDEN BED OF INDIGENOUS FLORA Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 


On Sunday 29th April, a working party planted out a selection of shrubs, 
ground-covers and herbs in the small garden bed which forms a roundabout 
in the main entrance driveway. The 38 plants came from the following 
sources: 


1. Geoff Sitch's Goldfields Nursery at Muckleford. Club funds and personal 
donations by Wynn Demec, George and Mavis Curr and Rob and Glenise Moors, 
enabled the purchase of about 16 Diane se Geoff Sitch was kind enough to 
give a discount on the sale. 


2. Mrs Macvean purchased a double-flowered specimen of Bendigo Waxflower. 


3. Tom Patullo, John Lindner and Jack Ipsen donated plants which ghey had - 
largely prown themselves. 


Following is a list of the species: 


Acacia acinacea (Gold-dust Wattle) 
Mt ausfeldii (Ausfeld's Wattle) 
" brachybotrya (Grey Mulga) 
F “flexifolia (Bent-leaf Wattle) 
u! pyecnantha (Golden Wattle) 
Cheiranthera linearis (Finger Flower) 
Crowea exalata (Small Crowea) 
Dampiera lanceolata (Grooved Dampiera) 1 
Dichopogen strictus (Chocolate Lily) 1 . 
Dillwynia sericea (Showy Parrot-pea) 1 
Eriostemon verrucosus (Bendigo/Fairy Waxflower) 2 
a " (double flowered form, variety J.Semmens) 1 
Glischrocaryon behrii (Golden Pennants) 1 


RPNN-F WON 
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GARDEN BED OF INDIGENOUS FLORA continued 


Grevillea alpina Grades antes flowers (Alpine SSE) they 
Fa " red-white flowers tlh 2 
Hardenbergia violacea (Purple Coral-pea) 1 
Hibbertia species (Guinea Flower) 1 
Indigofera australis (Austral Indigo) 1 
Kennedia prostrata (Running Postman) 1 
Melaleuca decussata (Cross-leaf Honey-myrtle) 1 
"  _ wilsonii (Violet Honey-myrtle) 1 
iv uncinata (Broom Honey-myrtle) 1 
Myoporum parvifolium (Creeping Boobialla, Whipstick form) 1 
Pelargonium rodneyanum (Rosy Stork's Bill) 1 
Phebalium obcordatum (Club-leaf Phebalium) 1 
Podolepis jacecides (Showy Podolepis) 1 
Prostanthera denticulata (Rough Mint-bush) 1 
Pultenaea pendunculata (Matted Bush-pea) 3 
Westringia rigida (Stiff Westringia) 1 


The garden bed already has a well developed specimen of Rosemary Grevillea 
(Grevillea rosmaranifolia), which bears green flowers, but there is no 
certainty that it is of local origin. 


There is still room in the garden for smaller herbaceous and shrubby plants, 
for example, species from the daisy family (Asteraceae): 
SEES viscosum Golden Everlasting 
apiculatum Common .§ _'"' 
\s obcordatum Grey 4 
¥ semipapposum Clustered Everlasting. 


Jchn Lindner. 
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Identification of Spiders from the Mallee 
by Mavis Curr — 


During the recent Hattah-Kulkyne Campout, a large black spider was 

found in the outbuildings near the Rangers Office by John Curr. It was 
observed by the Club members at the Campout. On Sunday the 20th May it was 
taken to the Mid-Murray Field Naturalist's excursion to Robinvale, and | 
identified by Barry Harvey, as a prime sample of a female belonging to the 
family Barychelidae. This spider is highly poisonous, and is not common 
in the Mallee. Her carapace was covered with fine white silky hair giving 
it a silvery appearance. A fully grown German Shepherd dog, bitten by 

one near Mildura recently, died within a few hours. There is no known 
anti-venene. 


Another large spider found recently near Lake Powell, 13 km from Robinvale, 
was identified as a prime sample of a Stanwellia (family Dipluridae). 
This spider is also highly poisonous, and found widely throughout the Mallee. 
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JULY EXCURSION 


Sunday July 22nd ~— 
Get to know your local Flora Réserves ° 


Combined activity with members of the Bendigo Hative Plant Group - 
Location: Jackass Flat Flora Reserve 


Times Starting at 10.00 am and going through to 4.00 pm. 
You can come when you like and stay as long as convenient. 


How to get there: 
The entrance to the reserve is in Crane Street, “off Jacob Street 
-North Bendigo. Crane Street is right near the Ironbark Ridge 
Nursery. If a decision is made to work in another part of the 
IND signs will point the way. 


ACIVITIeS 

1. Rubbish removal. The area still contains many small items of 
rubbish, especially glass and metal. The idea is that each 
person would put in half an hour or so on collecting litter, 
which will be carted away by truck. Last year's working 
party cleaned out the entrance part of the reserve, and it 
is good to know that to a large degree the work is permanent 
because the area is fenced, is patrolled at intervals and has. 
official status. 


2. General exploration of the area. Botany, birds etc. 
Information on the area will be available (ag. plant and bird 
lists). Jackass Flat Flora Reserve is a most interesting area 
botanically. 


What to bring 
Please bring all or some of the following - 
1. Lunch and snacks. A barbeque hot plate will be operating at’ 
lunchtime, and there will be a fire on which to boil a billy. 


2. Warm clothes, water proofs. 

3. Gardening gloves to protect hands. 

4, Large hessian or plastic bags in which to collect litter. 

5, Binoculars and field guides. 
Organisers: 


John Lindner (Phone 39 7308) 
Geoff Gerdsen, Crown Lands Ranger 


2. 


3. 


6. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 23/5/1984 


The Copyright statement in Whirrakee will be re-worded as follows - 
"Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be ° 
_ sought from the Bendigo Field Naturalist Club and acknowledgement given 

to the authors and the Club”, 
This was decided upon to encourage people to use articles but to also 
give due recognition as to the origin of the articles reproduced... 


Incorporation of the Club is proceeding as quickly as possible. The 
task is very large and it was indicated that the timetable of the 
proposal is to be altered. Reasons for this included the sheer” 
volume of work and the tying in of the new Club year with any change 
in ERE rules etc.. 


The Conservation Group indicated that they were aeaine a response to 
the Loddon Campaspe Planning Strategy (Draft Report), and this will ; 
be presented to the next Committee meeting. 


A letter from the Forests Commission indicated that we had permission 
‘to re-introduce the Creeping Boobialla, Whipstick variety, back into 

the Whipstick, subject to us re-introducing it only where it was last 
seen. 


The Librarian requested that the Club purchase the Gould League 
series of Bird Books for the Club Library. In addition it was found 
that we need to re-order more of this series to sell to members. 


It was decided to place Club activities on a new Bendigo Events 
Calendar put out by the Bendigo City Council. In addition it was 
agreed that we would send copies of Whirrakee to the Council to 
keep them informed of Club activities. 


Publications Received 


F.N. c. Ballarat April, 1984 

Geelong Naturalist, Feb. 1984, Vol.20, No. 4. 

Geelong Naturalist, May 1984, Vol.21 No. 1. 

Ballarat F.N.C. News Sheet. 

Sunraysia B.0.C. Newsletter April 1984 Vol.2, No.6. 

Native Plant Preservation Society of Victoria pa EW Vol. 55. 
The Bird Observer May 1984 

Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No.117, May 1984, 

Loddon-Campaspe Regional Strategy Plan. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


Office bearers for 1983-1984 


PRES IDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob’ Moors — Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Jchn Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRETARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER. . -Helene Boon Kamarooka 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demec Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER. John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 | 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.,Bendigo 43 7673 
te ste dle cle ots ve se ate cle ale 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7.30 pm., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified.. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the~ 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups d= 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday. of the asst at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 — 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at 
the Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise 
announced). 

Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on the third Tuesday of each month, at 8.00 p.m. 
in member's homes as-announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk 46 8141. 

Secretary: Don Franklin, C/o Ascot Lodge Caravan Park, Epsom. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington ~ 43 4063 
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- DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
June 13 Speaker: . Dr. Robert Seviour (B.C.A.E.Dept. of Chemistry 
and Biological Sciences). 
Topic: Fungi. 
July 11 Speaker: Leon Ruedin. 
Topic: | Leon will give an illustrated talk on his travels 
in Western Australia. 
August 8 Speaker: Kevin Ritchie, Forestry Extension Officer, 
Dept. of Conservation, Forest and Lands, Bendigo. 
Topic: Encouraging growing trees on farms in Victoria, 
with comparisons to private tree growing and 
Government assistance for this in the United States. 
EXCURSIONS 
QUEENS BIRTHDAY WEEKEND CAMPOUT IN CROSBIE FOREST 
June 9-11 Details of how to get to campsite are on page 13 of last month's 


Whirrakee. Day visitors are welcome, but please be at campsite 
by 10.00 am to join in the days Beauivees 


Sun.June 17 Fryers Ridge Road, Elphinstone, td look at fungi. 
Leaders: Reg Smart and Robert Seviour. 
Full day - meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am 


Sun. July 22 Jackass Flat. 
Combined working bee with Bendigo Native Plant ae 28 to carry 
out further rubbish removal, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm. 
Organisers - John Lindner and Geoff Gerdsen (Crown Lands Ranger). 
Full details on page 15, 


Sun. Aug.12 Seymour - Trawool, including Seymour Bushland Reserve. 
Leader: Dr. Colin Officer. 


CONSERVATION GROUP 
Tues.June 19 7.30 pm, Bill Holsworth's home, 13 Nabilla Cr. Kennington. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.June 21 8.00 pm at Alan Spence's home, 97 Carpenter St. 
Topic: Discussion on bandicoots - held over from last month 
_ because of small attendance. 


BOTANY GROUP 

Fri.June 22 7.30 pm, Biology Lab., B.C.A.E. Speaker: Bob Allen - ronnie of | 
his choice. Bring a specimen of local’ native plant or weed. 

Sat.June 23 Flora survey of bushland in Maiden Gully area. Meet at 1.0 pm 
at intersection of Calder H'wy and Maiden Gully Rd. Anyone 
needing a lift, ring Eric Whiting on 43 5965, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 

Pri.July 6 7.30 pm Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. Speaker: Mr. Keith Richards. 
Topic: Superb bird and plant slides from Keith and Beryl 
Richard's collection will be shown. 
Bird of the Night: White-fronted Chat. 

Sat.July 7 Meet at 9.00 am at Havlin St., and then on to Crusoe Reservoir. 
Half day outing, led by John Berry. ) 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed. June 27 8.0 pm John Lindner's home, Burns St., Axedale. 
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